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he decipherment of any system – whether cryptographic, numerical or literary, starts with a key. For 

Jean-François Champollion’s decipherment of hieroglyphics that key was the Rosetta Stone. The key 

that I discovered in 2013, that led me to eventually decipher a system of rhetoric math within the Bible, 

was the Seven Palaces. 

 

  I discovered this particular diagram by backwards engineering it from the Tree of Life, according to 

instructions riddled in the Sepher Dtzeniouthia
i. It’s a numerically compelling diagram. Its letters/numbers 

are grouped into ‘gates’ which have values that refract around the structure. Its Palaces (those circles you 

see) sum to 217, which is 7 × 31, with the 31 alluding to: אל ‘El’ meaning “God”, and each letter of the 
name of God YHWH appears on a separate section, with the totals of: Yod: 220, Heh, 217, Vav 480, and 

Heh 93, and thus the sum of the two Heh’s is 310 (10 × 31), suggesting the diagram may have been 

divided into 3 sections when the name was YHW.  

T 



Yod + Vav = 700.  

700 × 310 = 217,000. 

  This numerically elegant system, is made more remarkable by the fact that it used the same main cipher 

as is used in the Bible, and that Genesis 1:1 includes the numbers 220, 480, 700 & 800, tying it firmly to 

the Seven Palaces: 

 .700 = בראשית + אלהים + השמים + הארץ

  The first word בראשית "in the beginning" of Genesis 1:1 has the gematria value of 220, which is the 

gematria value of the name of God יהוה (YHWH) when the cipher is reversed. 

  When בראשית is multiplied:  ת × י × ש × א × ר × ב  = 48000. 

  480 is the number of minutes in eight hours, and it is the gematria value of the rest of the sum in 

Genesis 1:1: אלהים + השמים + הארץ. Moreover, when we reverse the cipher
ii
 and apply the technique of 

notariqon to Genesis 1:1:  800 = בבאאהוה. 

  800 is the sum of the Hebrew alphabet after the letter Beth: אגשדתהוזחטיכלמנסעפצקר. 

  The letters of the lower three Palaces spell out the name: הדד ‘Hadad’ - which is the name of the son of 

the Canaanite God ‘EL’ (אל). Hadad was reputed to have lived in the Seven Chambers of his father, within 

eight openings
iii
. Stories of the Seven Palaces were known across the ancient near east. It appears as a 

theme in writings from Ugarit and in Babylon, and they were known to the Hebrews as the Hekhalot 

(Palaces), and the Merkabah (Chariot). The Sages explicitly forbade discussion of the Merkabah unless a 

person could find it on their own merits. Superstitions surrounded the finding of the Merkabah, because 

it was seen as something so holy and sacred that knowledge of it could bring a one closer to God, but 

could also unhinge the mind of the unqualified – even to death and spontaneous combustion
iv
!  

  The Seven Palaces demonstrates a complete union of God and the name and number of God, creating 

and governing every category or domain of creation, and it is the basis for the ordered procession of the 

verses of Genesis 1-2
v
. 

  The biblical cipher gave no separate values to the sofits (final forms of the letters), and instead of Shin 

and Tav being 300 and 400, they had the values of 3 and 4. This is a cipher that had never been 

mentioned openly in the literature, and had never received an academic study. That didn’t put me off, 
because a cryptographer doesn’t expect ciphers to be published, as (unless they are part of a game) that 

quite defeats the point. There had also been scholars to suggest the reason why gematria had not been 

discovered in the Bible was that it was a sacred and secret practice.  

  Genesis 1-2 is densely packed with gematria calculations. They tell the story of the Creation, and 

describe each property that God created in the world one by one, according to an alphanumeric 

sequence. The cipher has a peculiarity in that the Aleph appears after the Beth, but as there are two 

Palaces on the Seven Palaces with the letter Aleph, these correspond to the creation of the day and the 



night, and the Beth corresponds to Genesis 1:1-2. The cipher also contains the shin (3) in the position 

directly after the gimel (3), and the tav (4) directly after the daleth (4). The verses of Genesis 1-2 reflect 

this alphabetic order: 

      ב א ג ש ד ת ה ו ז ח ט י כ ל מ נ ס ע פ צ ק ר

  One reason why the cipher was relatively unknown for so long, is that having two letters with the same 

value, as we have with gimel and shin, and daleth and tav, is completely anti-intuitive as there appears no 

obvious reason for the redundancy so the mind automatically refutes it. 

  The decipherment of any system starts with a key, but what happens after that is a great deal of testing 

according to the scientific method to discover how the key was used. It became clear early on as I worked 

with the cipher that what I, and everyone else, had thought of as a mere matching of words and phrases 

with the same value (gematria), was actually a fully-fledged and sophisticated system of rhetoric math – 

that is a system of mathematics written without any mathematical notation.  

  The math of the Bible used verbs to indicate addition, subtraction, division and multiplication, and 

biblical writers reserved certain words to hold a set value.  This last class of words, which I call mnemonic 

words, made the practice of calculation easier and faster for both the writer and the writer’s audience. 

The majority of these mnemonics reflect the themes and numerical values of the original early alphabetic 

letters
vi
. Rhetoric math in the Bible includes other features such as flag words that indicated the presence 

of gematria or affected the logic of the calculation
vii

. Biblical gematria was a highly structured and 

sophisticated practice, with set rules and conventions that ensured a writers audience could reconstruct 

the exact calculation set down by the biblical author.  

  While math with hieratic was used for the business of the first Temple, rhetoric Hebrew mathematics 

was put to more esoteric purposes by biblical writers. It’s most abstract use was to categorize the 

cosmos. Each category was composed of something that was common to the experience of all human 

beings (i.e. day, night, food, pregnancy, birth, death, and the categories of birds, animals, fish and insects, 

etc.), and each category had a letter of the alphabet and a number assigned to it. 

  Gematria in the Bible was put to less lofty aims too. In Genesis 18:9, Abraham makes a joke. He is asked 

by the Angels, 'where is your Woman?' And he replies 'Behold! In the tent!' If you know that the words 

‘Woman’ and ‘Tent” are mnemonics with the value of 111, then his answer is funny. Ezekiel uses long and 

complex calculations to publically taunt the King of Tyre and berate him for arrogance. If you don’t know 

biblical gematria then you’ll never see the insults subtly leveled at Amalek and his mother. There is a 

whole other level to the Bible that most modern readers don't engage with, and don’t expect, but it's 

wonderfully inventive, imaginative and human.  

  Unlike Jean-François Champollion, who had several peers working in the field who were able to review 

his work, there hasn’t been anyone willing to devote the time and energy to verify or refute my 

decipherment of the biblical system of early rhetoric Hebrew mathematics, yet, however if we wish to 



fully exegete the Bible, we need to be familiar it. A core principle for Bible Studies is that the best exegesis 

of a text flows from methods actually used by its writer, and gematria can be shown unambiguously to be 

part of the scribal repertoire, and not only in Hebrew
viii

. 
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 Letter to verse attributions for Genesis 1-2: 

Hebrew Letter # Chap. 

 Beth  1  2 Gen 1:1-2  ב

 Aleph 2 1 Gen 1:3-5  א

 Gimel 3 3 Gen 1:6-8  ג

 Shin 3 3 Gen 1:9-10  ש

 Daleth  4 Gen 1:11-13 ד

 Tav  4 4 Gen 1:14-15  ת

 Heh 5 5 Gen 1:15-19  ה

 Vav  6 6 Gen 1:20-23  ו

 Zayin 7 7 Gen 1:24-25  ז

 Cheth  8 8 Gen 1:26-28 ח

 Teth 9 9 Gen 1:29-31  ט

 Yod  10 10 Gen 2:1-3  י

 Kaph 11 20 Gen 2:4-6  כ

 Lamed 12 30 Gen 2:7 ל

 Mem 13 40 Gen 2:8 מ

 Nun 14 50 Gen 2:9 נ

 Samekh 60 Gen 2:10-14 ס

 Ayin 16 70 Gen 2:15-17 ע

 Peh 17 80 Gen 2:18-20 פ

 Tsade 18 90 Gen 2:21-23 צ

https://doi.org/10.2307/1455345


                                                                                                                                                                                           

 Qoph 19 100 Gen 2:24 ק

 Resh 20 200 Gen 2:25 ר

 

The Genesis Order Cipher (rare): 

This cipher shows the order of the letters as they proceed through the first two chapters of Genesis. Chapter 1 

proceeds from Beth to Teth, describing the qualities of each letter and its role in Creation, and Chapter 2 continues 

from Yod to Resh, and thus it is only once all the letters of the name of God have been described that the name of 

God YHVH is written. This cipher is used with the alphabetic acrostics of ‘the Virtuous Woman’ to produce a sum of 
777, and in Psalms 112:1-10. Judith Dillon discovered that the sum of its letters is 217 (31 x 7): 

 
 
vi

For instance, the word Nachash (snake) has a set value of 50 because the Nun developed from the picture of a 

serpent, and the word Bith (house) has the set value of 2, because the letter Beth developed from the picture of a 

house. The word Hibshah (dry land) carries the value of 3, because the PCS letter Shin carried the value of 3 and 

was taken from the hieroglyph N25 denoting foreign lands or hill country. See my monogram on the early alphabet 

available from researchgate.net: 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/356144934_The_letters_and_their_sources_-

_extract_from_%27Behold_The_Art_and_Practice_of_Gematria%27 

vii
For instance to rule in or rule out the next word in the calculation, or to only take the first or last letter of the 

next word. One important flag-word is הנה “Behold” which announces there is gematria in the verse it is located.   

viii
 Transposed Hebrew to Greek Biblical Cipher (used in the New Testament). 

 
For more example of biblical calculations please consult my bespoke gematria calculator which has a database of 

biblical calculations: https://shematria.pythonanywhere.com/ 

  


